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Nine Rules for Good Jazz Style

Swing Styles

Swing rhythms relies on a triplet feel, while most band music relies on a duple feel.  Try the following exercises to emphasize difference.

1.  Straight Style (as in Band class)
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  1      +       2      +       3      +      4       +  


2.  Swing Triplets
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Do Dle Da   Do  Dle  Da  Do Dle   Da  Do  Dle  Da

3.  Tied Triplets
To make swing 8th notes, jazz musicians tie the first two of each triplet together.  This will sound like this.
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Doo      Da   Doo      Da   Doo       Da   Doo      Da
4.  Written in a Swing Style

The easiest way for a composer or musician to write this is to write the rhythm in 8th notes and just write “Swing” over the top!

Swing!!
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5. Trombone, Piano and Guitar

In order to make this sound hip, we have to add a slight accent on the off beats and use a smooth legato style articulation.
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6.  Saxophones and Trumpets

To help articulate at faster tempos without sounding choppy, saxophones and trumpets use “Back Accent Tonguing” or Tonguing from the offbeat to the downbeat.
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Do   Da   oo   Da   oo    Da  oo   Da       oo

7.  Eighth notes on the ends of phrases

If an eighth note is followed by a rest, the eighth note needs to be played short with a TONGUED cut-off (Dot).  This is absolutely true if the eighth note is at the end of a phrase!
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Do       Da       oo        Da       oo       Dot

8.  Quarters between Eighths

If there is a quarter note between two eighth notes, the quarter notes should be played short (Daht).
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Do
Daht
         Dot

9.  Long notes followed by rests.  

Long notes that are followed by rests need to have a clean cut-off on the first beat of the rest.  We used a tongued cut-off to accent the end of the note.  Think of the word Daht.
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Do   Da    oo    Da    ahh------------T
